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Information Technology Solutions 

Wind Powering America (WPA), a division of the Department of Energy (DOE) and the National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), launched the Wind for Schools Program for five states 

in 2007:  Nebraska, Kansas, South Dakota, Idaho and Montana. The Program seeks to estab-

lish a Wind Application Center and involve at least 15 participating Host Schools (K-12) in each 

state by the end of the 2009-ô10 school year.  

 

 

 

Program Goals  

Å K -12 Å  

Install a small wind turbine on 

Host School campuses state-

wide and integrate wind energy 

curriculum in the classroom. 

 

Å HIG HER E DUC AT I ON Å  

Establish a Wind Applications 

Center (WAC) at a state Univer-

sity to act as a wind energy   

education, training, and imple-

mentation center for college  

students.  The WAC also pro-

vides broad technical assis-

tance and outreach for Wind for 

Schools activities. 

 

Å OUT R E AC H Å  

The Wind Applications Center 

and Host Schools will become  

centers of wind  expertise that 

can support local governments, 

officials, and communities in 

Montana. 

Wind for Schools Montana -- 2008 Summary 

  
 

Background 

Entegrity Re-Seller 

The inaugural year of Wind for Schools Montana was a terrific success: 

  

¶ Demonstration wind energy systems were installed at four Host Schools (Cascade, 

Fairfield, Livingston, Stanford) and at MSU-Bozeman. 

¶ Over a dozen K-12 schools throughout the state participated in wind energy education  

training and are now integrating their wind energy curriculum in the classroom. 

¶ The Montana Wind Applications Center was established at MSU-Bozeman, and is now 

preparing engineering graduates for a career in the wind industry. 

Need 
Wind energy is one of the most 

steadily and rapidly expanding indus-

tries in the United States. By the fall 

of 2008, the U.S. had over 21,000 

MW of generating capacity (about 

1.5% of total capacity). With consis-

tent 25-45% annual growth in recent 

years, wind energy could provide 

20% of the countryôs electricity by 

2030. The DOE predicts Montanaôs 

wind industry alone could grow from 

its current installed capacity of about 

270 MW to 10,000 MW of capacity in 

the next 25 years -- thatôs equivalent 

to 75 Judith Gap-sized wind farms.  

 

The Program will help educate those 

who will become the leaders in our 

communities on the role that wind 

energy will play in creating a secure 

energy future, while preparing young 

people to meet this challenge. 

Judith Gap Wind Farm; Wheatland County, MT  


